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The Second Nature Climate Programs Team



What is SIMAP?

• Developed in 2001 at UNH
• Excel and web version
• Used by thousands of 

institutions

• Developed in 2009 at UVA
• Excel-based
• Used by 20 institutions
• Completed pilot testing

A carbon and nitrogen accounting platform that can 
track, analyze, and improve your campus-wide sustainability

SIMAP combines two tools:



Scope 1

• On campus 
stationary

• Direct 
transport

• Refrigerants
• Agricultural 

sources
• other

Scope 2

• Electricity
• Steam
• Chilled water
• Renewable 

energy

Scope 3

• Commuting
• Business 

travel
• Food
• Paper
• Wastewater
• other

Carbon 
footprint

Nitrogen 
footprint

Enter your activity data:

How does SIMAP work?

STARS credit for GHG inventory, N footprint 
(exemplary practice), air quality (NOx emissions), 
purchased goods (food), third party GHG inventory 
review (Data Review)



Steps for calculating your campus’ footprints

1. Account tab: Enter your institution information

2. Data entry tab or data import: Enter your inventory data

3. Data Mgmt tab: Select methods

4. Results tab: View your results

5. Reports tab: View ‘packaged’ results





Enter basic information about 
your campus on the institution 
page (e.g., institution type, zip 
code)

Enter normalizations data here



Two options for entering your data:

1) Data Entry tab - Individual data points, years

2) Import data on the Data Entry tab - Bulk 
data entry using the Data Collection Template 
from the Resources tab > Tools page



View and edit emission factors on the 
Data Entry tab



Select your methods and eGrid region



Use the Results tab to see your results with different views (e.g., gross footprint, scopes)

Filter by campus, tags, and year

Select normalizations (e.g., population, GSF)



Carbon Nitrogen



Carbon Nitrogen



Carbon Nitrogen



View reports that package your results by 
specific topics. 

This is where you can view the Second 
Nature report!





Why do a Data Review with the SIMAP team?

• Structured and systemic evaluation of your data in SIMAP, your results, and any 
imported files

• Identifies outliers, gaps, inconsistencies, and errors

• Includes a 1-hour video call to discuss your inventory

• Earn 0.625 AASHE STARS points as an independent validation/verification of your 
institution’s GHG inventory!

Check out a 5-minute video 
about Data Reviews, which can 
be found on the Data Review 
page and the Training page

Request a Data Review

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG8n44pWEYA&feature=youtu.be


Second Nature



Mission
Second Nature’s mission is to accelerate climate 
action in, and through, higher education



Climate Leadership History

Climate 
Commitment 
emerges as 
ACUPCC with 
12 Founding 
Signatories

2006 2008 2010 2011

ACUPCC is a 
national 
initiatives with 
signatories 
from all 50 
states

ACUPCC is a 
Second Nature 
initiates annual 
Climate Leadership 
Summit, gives 
awards recognizing 
ACUPCC 
institutions for 
their innovation 
and excellence

Second Nature 
becomes only 
supporting 
organization for 
ACUPCC

2015

Second Nature 
rebrands and 
expands ACUPCC 
to Climate 
Leadership 
Network including 
three President’s 
Climate Leadership 
Commitments



● Carbon Commitment: Eliminating operational greenhouse gas emissions and achieving carbon neutrality as soon as  
possible.

● Resilience Commitment: Formalizing community partnerships to assess climate vulnerabilities and to create a plan to build 
capacity to deal with a changing climate.

● Climate Commitment: Integrates carbon neutrality with climate resilience 

Shared elements of all three commitments: integration of climate action into education curriculum, expanding research efforts, public reporting, and creating and revising a 
climate action plan.

+ =

The Presidents’ Climate Leadership Commitments

https://secondnature.org/climate-guidance/sustainability-planning-and-climate-action-guide/building-blocks-for-sustainability-planning-and-climate-action/academics-education-and-research/
https://secondnature.org/climate-guidance/sustainability-planning-and-climate-action-guide/building-blocks-for-sustainability-planning-and-climate-action/data-and-evaluation/#The_Reporting_System
https://secondnature.org/climate-guidance/commitments-implementation-guide/#Climate_Action_Plan
https://secondnature.org/signatory-handbook/the-commitments/


Climate Leadership Summit
• Previous Summits

• Tempe, AZ
• Atlanta, GA



2021 Climate Action Pursuit
• Remote pursuit will address learning, planning, acting, and leading on climate 

and justice on campuses, in our communities, and across our social and 
economy

• Milestone check-in points–February, June, October, and December 2021–to 
give participants the tools and peer-support to accomplish their climate, 
resilience, and justice goals.

https://secondnature.org/climateactionpursuit/


Solutions Center
Identification, assessment, and ranking of campus climate solutions for 
decision makers to prioritize and accelerate climate action.

https://secondnature.org/solutions-center/


Solutions Center

+ +

+



Solutions Center Pro-bono Consulting
• Advance efforts on campus to 

reduce/eliminate CO2 emissions & 
decrease operating costs

• Application requires background 
research and communication with 
stakeholders to gain buy-in and 
support

• Six campuses receive pro-bono 
advisory services worth $7,500-
$10,000

https://secondnature.org/pro-bono-consulting/


Climate Solutions Acceleration Fund
Launched in 2020, the Acceleration Fund is dedicated to 
supporting innovative cross-sector climate action activities 
driven by colleges and universities. 

https://www.higheredclimatesummit.org/
https://secondnature.org/climate-solutions-acceleration-fund-2-2/
https://secondnature.org/climate-solutions-acceleration-fund-2-2/


Reporting Platform

https://reporting.secondnature.org/dashboard/dashboard/?next=/##4362


Tools & Resources

Webinars Newsletter

https://secondnature.org/webinars-2/
https://secondnature.org/newsletters/


Tools & Resources

Toolkits Carbon Credit  and 
Purchasing Program (C2P2)

https://secondnature.org/climate-action-guidance/carbon-pricing/
https://secondnature.org/initiative/c2p2/


University Climate Change Coalition (UC3)
● Coalition of World's leading 

research universities in North 
America

● Members pledge to reduce their 
institutional carbon footprints, 
commit to convening a cross-
sector climate forum in their 
community, and participate in 
network activities. 

● Webinars, Panel Discussions, 
Assisting local communities

https://secondnature.org/initiative/uc3-coalition/


UC3 Schools



Offset Network
● Develop criteria for reviewing peer-reviewed offset projects
● Organized network of individuals and institutions who can 

review projects
● Share case studies of existing offset projects and protocols

https://offsetnetwork.secondnature.org


Non Profit Partnerships

Sustainability Indicator Management and Analysis Platform



Transferring your SIMAP data 

to the Second Nature Reporting Platform



Steps to confirm before you can transfer your data

1. Account tab: Enter your API key

2. Data Mgmt tab: Confirm required methods selections:

○ 2020 version of emission factors

○ Market-based scope 2 method

3. Reports tab: View the Second Nature Report

4. Data Mgmt tab - Status page: Mark the year as complete



1. Account tab: Enter your API key

Your API key can be found in the Second 
Nature Reporting Platform



2. Data Mgmt tab: Confirm required methods selections

Required methods:
Current version of emission factors (2020
Market-based scope 2 method



3. Reports tab: View the Second Nature Report

Confirm your results are correct



https://unhsimap.org/cmap/resources/second-nature-report

3. Reports tab: View the Second Nature Report



4. Data Mgmt tab - Status page: Mark the year as complete

Mark years as complete so they are available for the API transfer











Video tutorial on API transfer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWByxGwRU-c


Working groups

Commuting Working Group
Co-facilitated with Second Nature

Biogenic Working Group
Co-facilitated with Second Nature

Nitrogen Working Group
Co-facilitated with University of Virginia

https://unhsimap.org/cmap/resources/commuting-working-group
https://unhsimap.org/cmap/resources/biogenic-working-group
https://unhsimap.org/cmap/resources/NitrogenWorkingGroup


● SIMAP can help you calculate your 

campus’ carbon and nitrogen footprints

● Key methods required for the API transfer 

(EF version, scope 2 method, mark as 

complete)

● We are here to help! Contact us at 

simap@unh.edu

Summary

SIMAP Second Nature

• Second Nature’s mission is to accelerate 

climate action in and through higher 

education

• Contact us if you’d like to learn more about 

any of our initiatives or services! 

ademeo@secondnature.org



Questions?

www.secondnature.org

Contact: 
reporting@secondnature.org

www.unhsimap.org

Contact: 
simap@unh.edu
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